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To: Shuman, Brady <BShuman@Fontbonne.edu>

Message from the President
As we wrap up our second month of Centennial Celebration, I want to thank
you for participating and engaging in the variety of activities and events that
commemorate this milestone year for Fontbonne. It has been wonderful to
share these experiences with so many of you.
During October more than 40 faculty, staff, students, and alums visited the
Motherhouse for a 90-minute tour followed by a meal with the CSJs. I heard
great reviews from the first group who visited on October 4, and even though I
lived in the Motherhouse in 2008-2009 during my last stint at Fontbonne, I
joined the tour on October 12. It was a rich experience as I learned even more
about our CSJ heritage and the Sisters' early years in St. Louis. I hope many of
you will take advantage of the two remaining tours to be offered in April.
Anyone who is interested should contact Yvonne in my office to secure a spot.
Last week, Fontbonne's art gallery hosted an opening reception for an
exhibition for the Saint John's Bible. Now through January 21, the gallery
will be featuring the illuminations of the Saint John's Bible along with six framed
prints from the volumes of the Bible that we are not hosting this year. Whether
you have a deep appreciation for art, a strong Catholic connection or both, I
encourage you to see these beautiful works of art in person while they are on
Fontbonne's campus.
If you are available to join us at 7 p.m. this evening (October 27), we invite you
to attend our annual Carondelet Lecture in the chapel. We are honored to
have Fr. Dennis Holtschneider give tonight's lecture entitled "Fontbonne at
100: Catholic Higher Education in Service to the World." Fr. Dennis is the
president of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities in

Washington, DC, and the former long-serving president of DePaul University,
the largest Catholic institution of higher education in the US.
As we begin to think about the upcoming holidays, I hope many of you will join
in the celebration of our Thanksgiving Mass on Wednesday, November 16, at
11 a.m. in the Motherhouse chapel. The CSJs have asked for us to provide an
RSVP by November 9. Please use this link to register online.
Finally, if you haven't picked up a centennial lapel pin and you'd like one,
please drop by my office and get one from Yvonne. Let's show off our pride in
Fontbonne, its history and our mission!
- Dr. Nancy H. Blattner

NOVEMBER
16: Thanksgiving Mass at the Motherhouse (RSVP by November 9)
29: Fontbonne Giving Tuesday
For a full list of events, click on the below buttons:

Student Activities & Events
Centennial Info & Events
Athletics Schedule

Next time you're headed from Ryan to AB
or East, look up!
The beautiful wood in the arcade 'ceilings'
is nearly 100 years old. Part of the original
build, these walkways protected students
from some of St. Louis' worst weather as
they headed to class, and continues to
shade us today! See more of Fontbonne's
history at GriffinShare's photo
collection: httRs://griffinshare.fontbonne.ed
u/uasc-Rhotos/

Centennial Collections
Share Y.OUr Memories with Archives

The Saint John's Bible:
Understanding the Illustrations
Dinner at the Pharisee's House
LUKE 7:36 - 50
She stood behind him at
his feet, weeping, and
began to bathe his feet
with her tears and dry
them with her hair. Then
she continued kissing

his feet and anointing
them with the ointment.

What distinguishes the left side of this illumination from the right? What
unites them?
"The illuminations for the Gospel of Luke focus on story. It is in this gospel we
get a long account of Jesus' nativity, along with the story of John the Baptist's
births, visits, visitations, and canticles. Also in Luke are a collection of beloved
parables. The quarter-page illumination of the dinner at the Pharisee's house
was designated by the Committee on Illumination and Text because of the
themes of forgiveness and salvation and the charge made against Jesus that
he too often associated with sinners.
We have no reason to think poorly of Simon in this story. Even Jesus says that
he is a good person, like the one who has a small debt to be forgiven. The
woman, however, is a gate-crasher, an interloper, and a known sinner. She
brings chaos into the household, which Donald Jackson represents here by the
messy and upset elements of the tidy household. The words of Christ in the
middle of the scene mediate between the chaos the woman has created and
her intense focus on her task, which is to express her love. Does the viewer
see the love or chaos? Do we prefer the tidy household or the intensity of
love?
The strong black line dividing the illumination represents the chasm between
the world of the sinful woman and that of the Pharisees. On the line rests a
whole circle, like a halo or church window, inscribed with a cross, another
mandala, visible on both sides of the illumination. What is holiness? How is it
related to love? The woman is represented as unconventional, wildly dressed,
her hair is green and pink. The world that the woman has put in disarray is
symbolized by the white scarf, on which Hebrew words are written related to
rituals of temple sacrifice. The scarf is crumbled, disrupted by the uninvited
guest. "You gave me no kiss," Christ says to the Pharisee (v. 45). The reproach
highlights the woman's actions- "she has shown great love" (v. 4 7). She has

recognized what it means that her sins are forgiven and responded out of that
realization.
Think about the similarities and differences between this illumination and those
in Matthew and Mark. In Matthew, Christ calms the seas and conquers death
and chaos. In this story it is love that is chaotic, disrupting a world whose order
is empty. The illumination Loaves and Fishes in Mark also shows the same kind
of messy overflowing and abundance of Christ's love. When God breaks into
history as Jesus Christ, there is a disruption of the world in its usual state. The
next major illumination, the Parables, builds on this theme, with more examples
of God's abundant love and forgiveness."
Extracted from "The Art of the Saint John's Bible" by Susan Sink

Reserve the Saint John's Bible
Please use this form to reserve the Heritage edition of Gospels & Acts for your class
or event. For questions, email rvankniest@fontbonne.edu or call 314-719-8046.

